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} exopus PARASHAS SHEMOS 4/414

10 Moses replied to HASHEM, “Please, my Lord, | am not a man of words, not since yesterday,
nor since the day before yesterday, nor since You first spoke to Your servant, for | am heavy of
mouth and heavy of speech.”

11 Then HASHEM said to him, “Who makes a mouth for man, or who makes one dumb or
deaf, -or sighted or blind? Is it not I, HASHEM? 12 So now, go! I shall be with your mouth and
teach you what you should say."

13 He replied, “Please, my Lord, send through whomever You will send!”

14 The wrath of HASHEM burned against Moses and He said, “Is there not Aaron your brother,
the Levite? | know that he will surely speak; moreover, behold, he is going out to meet you

Z

/_ and when he sees Qoit he will rejoice in his heart. 1> You shall speak to him and, ;Et the words
in his mouth; and I shall be with your mouth and with his mouth, and teach you both what
you are to do. ¢ He shall speak for you to the people; and it will be that he will be your mouth

il ks

R’ Yitzchak said: “The Torah teaches us that when a
person does a mitzvah, he should do so with a complete
and happy heart. Had Reuven known that the Torah
would record that he attempted to save Yosef from his
brothers, he would have put him on his shoulders and
run with him home. And if Aharon had known that the
Torah would record that he would be happy when he

et Moshe Rabbeinu after [Moshe] was chosen to be
the Redeemer, he would have come with drums and
cymbals. And if Boaz had known that the Megillah
would record that he gave Ruth some parched grain to
eat, he would have given her a royal banquet” (Yalkut
Shimoni Rus 604).
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could be cause for insult. Aharon was on such a_ SRS — . . - ) —

? However, when we look further into the matter,
we see the opposite: Chazal’s intention is to reveal
how compléte Aharon’s middos were, that he was 5

happy in his heart over Moshe’s greatness. This was
all_second nature to_him, for his middos were so

high level that his nature actually changed, to the 1252 IS N 3
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o write about this, then he would have realized that it
was a possible cause for insult. Then he would not
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s Aharon had such an inner goodness that he didn't even realize this
was a nisayon. He took it for granted that one would be happy for his
brother on such an occasion! If someone told him that it was a nisayon,
then he would worry that perhaps he could not withstand it. And then,
because of Aharon’s goodness, he would agonize over the pain his
jealousy might cause Moshe.
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in that case, he would go to extrerﬁes, even using .
druis-and-elancing, i order to be certain and happy _“_ - P
in his rejoicing for his brother. « The way to deal with your jealousy is by taking care of the other

person. Then you start to appreciate and care for him. If you want to love
someone, you should take care of him. That’s how mothers come to love
L __ — ——————————— their children so deeply, and it’s also how friends build relationships. It

ow would Aharon have responded to the challenge if he had reduces the friction between people’s egos.
been aware of the potential for brotherly strife? He would Aharon didn’t even know how great he was. If he had known that
follow the mussar approach of bending over backwards to the Torah considered his joy for Moshe to be a mark of greatness, then
/-make sure he did the right thing. He'd hire a brass band with seventy he would have been afraid that he hadn’t done it sufficiently. Instead,
Y five pieces and an extra trombone, with someone doing cartwheels irb (\he would go out dancing with a band in order to make sure th J)
honor of Moshe's appointment. wasn't being selfish. He wasn't looking for glory or fame; he was trvingr
to master his own middos.
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The dxscovcry of the Alrmghty thenceforth informs the way we
live. The Torah command to be misdabek bemidosav, to emulate
His ways, forms the basis of the Jewish system of morahty We do
not have a pragmatic system of morality, which shuns cruelty, for
instance, for practical reasons; be cruel to someone 1e today, and
someone will be cruel to you tomorrow. Now, that’s not the
Jewish outlook. Wc see that the Almighty is kind and merciful, and

gthcrefore we too must behave in a kind and merciful manner. We
see that the Almighty cares for the sick and the poor, for widows
and orphans; therefore we too must act in the same way.

So let me tell you another, less discussed attribute of the
Almighty that we have to emulate. We say, “Ve’azah mechayeh es

kulam. And You give life to them all.” The Almighty sustains the

%cntlre world at all times through a continuous shefiz of chiyus, a

never-ceasing emanation of the life force. Should He i interrupt this
emanation for even one moment, creation would cease to exist.

This then is the most fundamental attribute of the Almighty in

His relationship with the cosmos: the giving and sustaining of life

, itself. It follows that we, as Jews, must also seek to be life-givers.

Our avodah, our divine service in this world, is to give life to oth-
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ers, to be considered bones olam, builders of the world, in recog-
nition and emulation of the Alnughty Hlmsclf
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more. Or at least, it could be.

A young man who is in computers, a talmid chacham, told me
an _interesting msxght abOLit Workmg_mth non-Jews_and non-
observant Jews. I asked hlm if they respected him for being a reli-
gious Jew, and he said, “Only in one area. They don’t use obscene
and foul lalnogu age in my presence, and if they forget and do it,
they gpologxzc

Incredible! Human _beings are created with a tzelem Elokim, in
the image . of the Almxghty but the e corrosive disease of obscene

- language thyggixt away until t there is nothmtr left. We all know
that this kxﬁd of language penetrates every corner of society, from
the lowest to the highest. It’s a way of life. And yet, this young
talmid chacham radiated such holiness that people felt they should
be more reﬁned in his presence. In his small sphere of influence,
he succeeded in purlﬁmg and clcvatmg_thc speech patterns of

those around him. This is called a\oglal} _This is called binyan
e A

Pleasant conversatlon smhah na’ah, holds tr cmcndous power If

onversation, talking to other people, is also an avodah, just
like making shoes. We look at it as just talking, but it’s much

3

olam, building up the world.

lv revive and sustain them. You can gl\ e them hfe You can becomc
a bbneh olam, a builder of the world, and for that you deserve to
be rewarded. A stranger walks into the beis midrash, and you go
over and say, “Shalom aleichem!” With these two simple words
you’ve transformed him. In effect, you’ve told him, “You’re some-
body important. You count. I recognize your worth, and I/
acknowledge it.” That is pleasant conversation that gives hfc that
revives, that sustains, that deserves a great reward.
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forno explains that even though there are blemishes that actually Q:,G Ny ﬁ.;
increase the strength and value of an animal, they nevertheless —
render the animal unfit for sacrifice. Throughout the Torah we find 1'% YW 1351 Answa PR awn m“.',z, RPWI 197 TI0R LK MXean
completion and wholeness taking precedence over quantity. Thus a ,0%W JNIR 95 B¥93 DRIW* 33 MM KW DY 71223 AAWY JR” 2090
whole roll takes precedence over a much larger portion of a loaf of 1,1;97-| PARA VIO ,PAR KR R KIPD BRWR TN DAwa Iwen YT n on
‘bread, in the recitation of hamotzi. ¥ : _7am PAR NPITAA MW naTTRY maY abn nkipR Yo o1 by pnR Tainn
»4" From this we learn that our avodah is measured not by guantity, 713 1wsiw NRIP N 1PN OB NXIPY INDYHAW KEPI 37 9Y HuD WINNY
but by how close it comes to perfection. Since Hashem is the ultimate
- e e \_]x: KP1T,MMIA 293 191,10 AR 3m3 Ripnd PR 09 Mavn 07w v‘miz
perfection, our goa g
perfection possible for a human being, for we are exhorted to emulate 2" on ‘1:\‘1 YR WYY 7YX RT3 MY MY Down R9W 9 0870 R
Him and “to be complete with Hashem.” Only by being as close to <" »n N'n mmw paip] 9 31 NRY 72 nnWwY? opn 1”"9)
perfect as possible can we hope to have a relationship with Hashem.
The Kohen is Hashem's representative and the one most directly
involved in His most exalted service. He must reflect shleimus,
perfection, and therefore physical imperfections render a Kohen unfit
for service in the Sanctuary. 39
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In each instance cited by the Midrash, there was doubt as to what

the proper conduct really was. Reuye.rx was unsure if saving Yosef T W nn anRapb REe R mbinmay ona JnRTph R
was proper after the brothers judged him a threat to their existence. If Lk o

Moshe questioned his own suitability to be the Redéemer, Aharon A7D IXANCIP VB3 NPRUX MR ww Dipnd vIed 2% nnbwn
likewise had the right to have reservations concerning his brother’s § P1 X% 2% nnow hx men? 5190 I (0N W Arna ek o 3
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appointment. And similarly, Boaz had grounds for doubts about the Yapn AW UY AR OnDWR DR ORVID D3 PO KPR ,INTRNDa

convert Ruth, not knowing her sincerity and character. AR TnR 9on wpan m"apn XT IR ,MNM DI nwn RS
ﬁ: Hencedtheﬁ' = w‘thomfthe C°"5p1:te;1“d thp Y heaét ti“:lt c°;’}11d T R T Y™ DY WR Yam wp ,NaIn DY ‘m Ty
t ermltzvos erfect, and this blemish was rerlected in e = s
T A D19 2°DINa NRYWW 0T NS AnBwi DR nIRvab

outcome of: their actions. Yosef was sold into slavery; the mission to
Pharaoh met with initial failure (see Haamek Davar, Shemos 3:18); 3 ‘
and David’s lineage was impugned. T P
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’¢ Chazal tell us (Berachos 5b) that whether one does more or less is
* insignificant. What one actually accomplishes in this warld is in the

hands of Hashem. The main consideration is that one direct and
concentrate his heart towards heaven. What we can control is the
intensity of our desire and purity of our effort in the quest for

perfection. !
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X Either way, 200 782 or Y0 1Y, this is a shreck because the smallest
nwyn could have a tremendous affect on future mm. If a person would
‘take into account how 2wn each nwyn is, then he will make sure that his ww) 27PIRA 2T R @*r nbon omp xNa D) [X¥9D 37
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at nis »wyn with a different perspective — that each nwyn is 210n — then 07X 12 DWWY NIZAH 7891 09 WRI WK O L0 P P
it would be a lot easier for him to do them with more mmbv. Again, I'm YaR rmya oow Y IV 1R WM Y127 omTphn brR)
not giving an nmn nyy how to do n1wn. However, if a person takes into Xwnd THY W YR mIHn nUwyaw X vYY 1wl Yo whwn
nawn that the n1'v why a person is lax in his n*wyn is because he doesn’t MIEAR AR AW HRD YOWI W YaR 1YY nond- e ?
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to do nawn.
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